A fatal case of angiostrongyliasis in an 11-month-old infant.
An 11-month-old boy developed flaccid quadriparesis after two months in Fiji, and was transferred to Australia, where a diagnosis of postinfectious myelitis was made. Despite peripheral blood eosinophilia, eosinophils were not detected in the cerebrospinal fluid, and an infective aetiology was not identified. The patient died of progressive bulbar dysfunction. At autopsy, numerous nematodes, identified as Angiostrongylus cantonensis, were seen in vessels of the lungs, brain and spinal cord, associated with pulmonary abscesses and eosinophilic meningitis. A notable feature was the presence of adult nematodes in the lung.